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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MED!CAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR 

THE  YEAR  1948 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Meaner  Urban  District  Council. 

Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

For  the  year  under  review  the  population  increased  by  470 
and  now  stands  at  24,190.  The  rate  of  increase  is  diminishing,  and 
it  is  not  likely  that  this  urban  area  will  ever  greatly  exceed  25,000 
except  by  the  process  of  boundary  extension.  The  birth  rate  fell 
from  22.93  in  1947  to  20.00  and  it  is  expected  that  this  fall  in  the 
birth  rate  will  continue  for  some  time  to  come.  The  death  rate 
has  also  fallen  from  10.20  in  1947  to  9.26,  but  on  account  of  the 
steady  increase  in  the  numbers  aged  65  years  and  over,  it  can  be 

confidently  predicted  that  in  a few  years  this  low  death  rate  will 

not  be  maintained.  Fewer  houses  will  be  needed  and  more 
cemetery  accommodation  will  be  required. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  record  that  the  maternal  mortality  per 
1,000  total  births  was  nil,  but  the  decline  in  the  infantile  mortality 
rate  recorded  last  year  has  not  been  maintained.  In  1947  it  was 
29;  for  1948  it  was  47.52,  this  being  a figure  considerably  higher 
than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales.  One  case  of  scarlet  fever 
notified  at  the  end  of  the  year  died  early  in  January  1949  from 
purpura  haemorrhagica.  In  1947  there  were  some  14  cases  of 

pulmonary  tuberculosis;  in  1948  there  were  22  cases  notified. 

The  figures  for  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  3 in  1947  and  7 
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in  1948.  In  view  of  the  difficulties  of  getting  cases  admitted  to 
sanatoria  and  the  housing  shortage,  the  increase  in  the  incidence 
of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  disturbing.  The  pneumonia  notifi- 
cation rate  was  1.81  compared  with  a rate  of  0.73  for  England  and 
Wales;  in  1947  the  figures  were  1.64  and  0.79  respectively.  And 
be  it  noted  that  this  has  occurred  in  despite  of  the  last  two  winters 
being  mild.  The  last  established  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  on 
13th  November,  1946,  and  the  last  death  recorded  from  this  disease 
was  on  3rd  March,  1946.  During  the  year  under  review  two 
suspected  cases  were  removed  to  Belper  Isolation  Hospital,  but 
both  proved  negative.  Of  the  494  cases  of  infectious  disease 
notified  in  1948,  measles  and  whooping  cough  accounted  for  381, 
scarlet  fever  for  47  and  erysipelas  for  15  cases. 


During  the  year  a Thresh  low  pressure  current  steam,  gas  fired, 
disinfector  was  ordered,  and  early  in  1949  was  installed  in  the  old 
decontamination  centre  at  Fletcher  Street.  It  has  supplied  a long 
felt  want  in  this  district.  It  has  proved  useful  for  disinfecting 
suspected  verminous  bedding,  etc.,  before  tenants  have  moved 
into  new  council  houses  and  the  disinfection  of  blankets  or  bedding 
for  the  ambulance  service  and  the  local  hospital. 


It  may  be  recalled  that  in  1911  when  the  National  Health 
Insurance  Act  came  into  being,  the  comedians  got  hold  of  things 
and  sang: — 

“The  Insurance  Act 
Is  now  a fact. 

What  e'er  you  say 
You've  got  to  pay." 

And  it  will  be  within  your  recollection  that  the  National  Health 
Service  Act  came  into  force  on  5th  July,  1948,  and  for  this  too, 
you  have  to  pay.  Under  this  Act  the  County  Council  have  taken 
over  entirely  many  services  formerly  within  your  compass.  You 
have  been  pruned  root  and  branch  of  many  of  your  responsibilities 
until  you  are  a mere  shadow  of  your  former  selves,  and  are  a sort 
of  rump  body  without  limbs.  Although  you  pay  the  County  Council 
an  increasing  yearly  precept  for  many  services,  you  have  no  voice 
at  all  in  maternity  and  child  welfare,  domiciliary  midwifery,  home 
helps,  home  nursing,  immunisation  and  vaccination,  fire  or  ambul- 
ance services,  health  centres  (when  they  arrive),  the  prevention 
of  illness,  health  visitors,  day  nurseries  or  mental  health.  And 
there  is  more  to  follow.  The  central  motif  of  the  National  Health 
Service  is  a fine  thing,  but  the  service  is  not  free.  There  is  nothing 


4 


free  in  this  world  except  the  gifts  which  nature  bestows  upon  you, 
such  as  the  wind  and  the  rain.  But  it  is  deplorable  that  local 
authorities  are  reduced  to  the  status  of  rubber  stamps,  and  that 
the  general  medical  practitioners  are  demoted  to  the  status  of 
clerks  and  collecting  depots  for  the  distribution  of  cases.  The 
control  of  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  vaccination  has 
been  removed  and  is  now  under  the  management  of  the  County 
Council.  Figures  are  supplied  as  to  the  numbers  immunised,  but 
no  other  information  is  vouchsafed  in  despite  of  protests  that  the 
scrappy  information  doled  out  is  of  little  use  for  record  purposes. 
The  register  which  we  had  so  laboriously  compiled  for  ten  years 
is  now  out  of  date  and  we  are  completely  in  the  dark  as  to  who 
has  been  immunised  and  when.  I am  not  in  a position  to  assess 
the  reasons  for  this  intransigence  or  to  judge  whether  it  is  owing 
to  obtuseness  or  perverseness,  but  it  is  an  administrative  defect 
which  should  be  remedied  forthwith.  There  is  no  reason  why  the 
completed  cards  should  not  be  sent  to  the  County  Council  through 
my  office  instead  of  being  sent  direct  without  reference  to  us  as 
at  present.  But  when  it  comes  the  other  way,  as  the  late  Damon 
Runyon  might  have  said,  that  the  boot  is  on  the  other  leg,  and  we 
are  swamped  with  numerous  notifications  of  infectious  disease 
such  as  measles,  each  and  all  must  be  copied  by  the  clerks  and  sent 
to  the  County  Council  within  twenty-four  hours,  or  else.  It  is  a 
useless  exercise,  and  a waste  of  time.  The  District  Medical  Officer 
has  no  option  but  to  comply.  It  would  be  otherwise  in  an  epidemic 
of  Asiatic  smallpox  or  typhoid  fever.  But  in  such  cases,  there  is 
the  telephone  at  hand. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

PHILIP  TURTON. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area  (in  acres) ... 

4,636 

Population  (mid-June) 

24,190 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

6,754 

Rateable  Value  ... 

...  £104,012 

Product  of  Penny  Rate 

£395 

Live  Births — 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Legitimate... 

252 

218 

470 

Illegitimate... 

6 

8 

14 

— - — - 

— * — - 

— - — - 

Totals 

258 

226 

484 

— - — • 



— ■ — 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 
Number  of  Still  Births — 

20.00 

Legitimate  ... 

9 

7 

16 

Illegitimate  ... 

1 

0 

1 

— 

— 

— 

10 

7 

17 

Rate  of  Still  Births  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ...  33.93 

Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  population  ...  ...  9.26 


Deaths  and  Death  Rates  from  Puerperal 

Causes: — 

No.  of 

Rate  per  1 ,000  of 

Deaths 

Live  and  Still  Births 

Puerperal  and  Post-abortion  Sepsis  ... 

0 

0.00 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

0 

0.00 

Totals  ... 

0 

0.00 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  I year  of  age: — 

All  infants  (per  1,000  live  births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  47.52 

Legitimate  infants  (per  1,000  legitimate  live  births)  ...  47.52 

Illegitimate  Infants  (per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births)  ...  0.00 


Deaths  and  Death  Rates  from: — 

No.  of 

Rate  per  1,000  of 

Deaths 

estimated  population 

Cancer  (all  ages) 

...  45 

1.86 

Measles  (all  ages) 

0 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 

2 

0.32 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

1 

0.16 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. — The  infantile  mortality  rate  for  the  year 
under  review  was  47.52  per  1,000  live  births,  compared  with  29.35  in  1947, 
61.36  in  1946,  50.39  in  1945,  49.1  I in  1944,  76.0  in  1943,  60.1  in  1942,  and  20.4 
in  1941. 
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BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES  AND  ANALYSIS  OE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1948. 
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Puerperal  Pyrexia 
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Notifications. 

Rates  per  1,000 
Total  Births 
(Live  & Still).  | 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY  AND  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  1948. 


VARIOUS  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  1943. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  

0 

0 

0 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough  

2 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  

9 

5 

4 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

0 

1 

Syphilitic  Diseases  

1 

1 

0 

Influenza  

0 

0 

0 

Measles  

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis  

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

Cancer:  Oesophagus  and  Buccal  Cavity  

1 

1 

0 

,,  Uterus  

3 

0 

3 

,,  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

8 

6 

2 

„ Breast 

4 

0 

4 

„ All  other  Sites 

29 

21 

8 

Diabetes  

2 

1 

1 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

28 

13 

15 

Heart  Disease  

50 

28 

22 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

1 1 

2 

9 

Bronchitis 

7 

5 

2 

Pneumonia 

10 

7 

3 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  

5 

3 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

4 

2 

2 

Diarrhoea,  under  2 years  

1 

0 

1 

Appendicitis  

1 

1 

0 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  

7 

4 

3 

Nephritis  

5 

3 

2 

Puerperal  and  Post-abortion  Sepsis 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

0 

0 

0 

Premature  Birth  (Registrar-General’s  figures)  .. 

6 

3 

3 

Congenital  Malformations,  Birth  Injuries  or  Infantile 

Diseases  

6 

4 

2 

Suicide  

3 

1 

2 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  

4 

4 

0 

Other  Violent  Causes  

4 

3 

1 

All  other  Causes  

12 

5 

7 

Total  

224 

124 

100 
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A — Nos.  Originally  Notified.  B — Later  Withdrawn.  C — Final  Nos.  After  Correction. 
In  addition  to  the  above,  4 cases  of  suspected  infectious  Disease  were  reported  as  being  under  observation. 


Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  

Enteric  Fever  (inc.  Paratyph’d) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

Pneumonia  

Measles 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ... 

Erisypelas  

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

TOTALS  

Disease. 

105 

19 

1 

9 

65 

5 

5 

1 

> 

o 

c 

u> 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 w -I 
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22 
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c 
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CD 
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17 

88 

40 

5 

2 
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1 1 

17 

88 

40 

5 

1 

1 

n 

CL 

CD 
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52 

3 

44 

201 

180 

15 

3 

1 

1 

> 

1 1 

1 1 - 1 ' 1 1 1 1 1 1 u.  1 

CD 

'otals  for 
fhe  Year 

494 

47 

3 

44 

201 

180 

15 

2 

1 

1 

o 

NUMBERS  OF  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  ORIGINALLY  NOTIFIED  AND  OF  THE  FINAL  NUMBERS  AFTER 
CORRECTIONS  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1948. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937, 


Factories  and  Workshops — The  following  tables  show  the 
work  done  under  the  above  Act. 


I.  Inspections  (including  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors): 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  

63 

65 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  

44 

45 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding outworkers’ 
premises)  

Total  

107 

NO 

— 

— 

H 


2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found: 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found. 

Number  of 

cases  in 

which 
prosecu- 
tions were 

instituted. 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

irred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

I 

1 







Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  tem- 
perature   











Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(a)  insufficient 

4 

4 

( b ) unsuitable  or  de- 
fective   

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes  

2 

2 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  includ- 
ing offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 

4 

4 

Total 

II 

II 

— 

— 

— 

12 


PART  vm  OF  THE  ACT. 

OUTWORK. 
(Sections  1 10  and  III). 


Section  110. 

Section  1 1 1 

Nature  of 
Work 

No.  of 
out- 
workers 
in 

August 

list 

required 

cby 

Sect. 

110(1) 

(c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in 

sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

No.  of 
prose- 
cutions 
for 

failure 

to 

supply 

lists 

No.  of 
inst- 
ances 
of  work 
in 

unwhole- 

some 

premises 

Notices 

Served 

Prose- 

cutions 

Wearing 
apparel 
Making  &c. 

126 



_ 

_ 

. 

Lace,  lace 
curtains 
and  nets... 

5 



. 

_ 

_ 

Total  ... 

131 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  NOTIFIABLE 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


The  total  number  of  cases  notified  was  494  as  compared  with 
624  in  1947.  Measles  and  whooping  cough  accounted  for  the 
majority  of  the  cases  notified. 

DIPHTHERIA—No  notifications  were  received  during  the 
year.  Two  cases  of  suspected  diphtheria  were  removed  to  Belper 
for  observation,  but  these  proved  negative.  The  last  confirmed 
case  was  notified  on  13th  November,  1946,  and  the  last  death 
occurred  on  3rd  March,  1946.  I have  no  reliable  information  as  to 
the  number  of  children  immunised  at  varying  ages  during  the  year 
under  review,  as  control  passed  to  the  County  Council  on  and 
after  5th  July.  At  the  time  of  writing,  it  is  now  three  years  since 
any  diphtheria  occurred  in  this  district.  We  had  banished  this 
deadly  disease  from  this  area  before  the  inception  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  and  it  seems  a pity  that  we  were  not  allowed 
to  carry  on  the  scheme  which  had  worked  so  well  for  so  many 
years. 

SCARLET  FEVER — 52  cases  were  notified,  5 being  with- 
drawn later  leaving  47  established  cases.  17  cases  were  removed 
to  hospital,  one  of  which,  admitted  on  the  20th  December,  died 
on  27th  January,  1949  from  purpura  haemorrhagica. 

PUERPAL  PYREXIA— 3 cases  were  notified,  all  being 
removed  to  hospital.  There  were  no  deaths. 

PNEUMONIA— 44  cases  were  notified,  34  cases  were 
removed  to  hopsital.  10  deaths  (7  males,  3 females)  occurred,  a 
case  mortality  of  22  per  cent. 

MEASLES — 201  cases  were  notified.  None  was  removed  to 
hospital  and  no  deaths  occurred. 

WHOOPING  COUGH — 180  cases  were  notified.  Two 
deaths  occurred  (I  male  and  I female).  Immunisation  against 
whooping  cough  is,  as  yet,  only  in  the  experimental  stage,  and 
cannot  be  recommended  as  a public  health  measure.  The  treat- 
ment of  whooping  cough  with  vaccines  is  based  on  a complete 
misunderstanding  of  the  principles  of  immunology,  as  any  immun- 
ity, if  it  arises,  does  so  at  such  a late  period  as  to  be  of  no  value  to 
the  patient. 
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ERYSIPELAS— 15  cases  were  notified.  None  was  removed 
to  hospital. 


CEREBRO-SPINAL  FEVER— 3 cases  were  notified.  I being 
withdrawn,  leaving  2 established  cases.  Of  these,  I died — a female 
aged  73  years,  the  death  occurring  before  the  receipt  of  the 
notification.  The  remaining  cases  were  removed  to  the  Derwent 
Hospital,  Derby. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM  — I case  was  notified. 


ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS— I case  was  notified  and  was 
removed  to  the  Derwent  Hospital,  Derby. 

ENCEPHALO-  MENINGITIS— A suspected  case  was 
removed  to  Derwent  Hospital  Derby,  for  observation,  but  the 
diagnosis  was  not  proved. 


TYPHOID  FEVER— I case  of  suspected  typhoid  was 
removed  to  the  Belper  Isolation  Hospital,  but  proved  negative. 


Rl NGWORM— Although  not  a notifiable  disease,  an  out- 
break in  the  Elnor  Street  Infants’  School,  Langley  Mill  during  the 
summer  caused  a considerable  amount  of  trouble.  The  occurrence 
was  reported  to  the  County  School  Medical  Officer  for  investi- 
gation by  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officers. 


During  the  year  I proposed  to  use  the  old  decontamination 
centre  at  Fletcher  Street  as  a disinfection  station.  The  existing 
building  was  suitable  and  easily  adaptable  for  the  installation  of  a 
Thresh  disinfector.  The  Council  agreed  to  the  proposal  and  a 
suitable  disinfector  was  ordered  at  a cost  of  £345.  The  disinfector 
was  delivered  early  in  1949  and  has  done  very  good  work.  It  has 
filled  a long  felt  want  in  this  area  and  has  proved  most  useful  for 
disinfecting  suspected  verminous  clothes  and  bedding  before 
tenants  have  moved  into  new  Council  houses,  for  the  disinfection 
of  blankets  and  other  bedding,  for  the  ambulance  service  and  the 
local  hospital.  The  apparatus  is  gas  fired,  worked  with  a minimum 
of  labour  at  a low  cost,  and  earns  a certain  amount  of  revenue. 
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TUBERCULOSIS,  1948. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases  Notified 
Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Deaths 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

0— 

5~ 

15 — 

25 — 

35 

45 

55 — 

65  and  over 

1 1 

1 4 

4 3 

1 1 

4 1 

— 1 

1 — 

5 1 

1 3 

2 — 

1 — 

— 1 

Totals  ...i  II  II 

1 

6 1 

4 3 

1 1 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  is  satisfactory  both  in  quantity  and  quality, 
though,  owing  to  ground  subsidence  in  this  coal  mining  area,  a 
considerable  amount  is  lost  on  account  of  fractures  of  the  mains 
and  service  pipes.  The  whole  of  the  district  is  supplied  by  the 
Ilkeston  and  Heanor  Water  Board  whose  works  are  atWhatstand- 
well  in  the  Derwent  Valley. 

Frequent  bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses  are  made  of 
the  raw  and  treated  water.  Samples  of  the  treated  water  are 
examined  by  the  Public  Analyst  at  Nottingham.  There  are  only 
about  17  standpipes  which  supply  about  20  houses  out  of  approxi- 
mately 6,600. 

The  treated  water  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action,  but  contains 
about  0.40  parts  of  fluorine  per  million.  A representative  analysis 
is  appended. 
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CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS. 


This  sample  contains  per  100,000  parts: — 


Total  Solids  dried  at  I80°C. 

22.00 

Suspended  Matter 

absent 

Chlorides  as  chlorine 

2.13 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  as  nitrate 

absent 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  as  nitrite 

0.0002 

Free  Ammonia 

0.0020 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.0040 

Temporary  Hardness 

8.00 

Permanent  Hardness 

6.00 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hrs.  at  80°F. 
from  N/80  KMn04 

0.000 

pH  value 

8.10 

Appearance 

clear  and  bright 

Odour 

none 

Taste  and  Colour 

normal 

Heavy  Metals 

absent 

Free  Chlorine 

absent 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  ANALYSIS. 


No.  of  colonies  developing  per  ml. 

on  agar  at  21  °C.  in  72  hrs. 

No.  of  colonies  developing  per  ml. 

on  agar  at  37 °C.  in  24  hrs. 

No.  of  colonies  developing  per  ml. 

on  agar  at  37 °C.  in  48  hrs. 

Coli — aerogenes  count  per  100  mis. 

at  37 °C.  in  48  hrs. 

Faecal  coli  count  per  100  mis. 

at  44 °C.  in  48  hrs. 

Bacillus  Coli  (Presumptive) 

Absent  in 


I 2 

8 57 

I 0 

27  25 

0 0 

0 0 

100  100 

mils.  mils. 


3 

5 

0 

3 

0 

0 

100 

mils. 


4 

I 

0 

I 

0 

0 

100 

mils. 


At  the  time  of  sampling  these  waters  were  of  satisfactory 
bacterial  and  chemical  quality  for  human  consumption,  domestic 
use  and  dairy  purposes. 

W.  W.  TAYLOR,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE 
HEANOR  URBAN  DISTRICT 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1948. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Heanor  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Hart  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1948,  this  being  my  first  report  as  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 

In  the  year  under  review  there  has  been  a slight  increase  in 
the  supply  of  those  materials  so  essential  to  the  maintenance  of 
property,  the  greater  part  of  which  has  lacked  attention  since 
1939 — though  the  lack  of  materials  is  by  no  means  the  only  obstacle 
which  has  to  be  surmounted  in  endeavouring  to  obtain  the 
effective  repair  of  premises. 

True  it  is,  however,  that  there  is  still  too  great  a time  lag 
between  the  service  of  notices  and  the  execution  of  the  necessary 
repairs:  and  it  would  seem  that  the  lack  of  skilled  labour — the 
majority  of  which  is  fully  engaged  on  new  housing  schemes — plays 
no  little  part  in  causing  such  delay. 

Reflecting  on  the  tasks  that  lie  ahead,  the  problem  of  dealing 
effectively  with  sub-standard  houses  is  indeed  a tremendous  one 
— one  which,  in  my  opinion  cannot  be  rightly  tackled  until  a 
complete  survey  of  housing  conditions  is  undertaken  throughout 
the  district.  For  this  work  your  present  staff  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment is  insufficient. 

There  is  also  an  urgent  need  for  a new  overcrowding  survey. 
But  if  this  has  to  be  carried  out  even  in  the  distant  future,  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  existing  standards  will  not  form  the  basis  of 
assessment,  for  they  have  proved  totally  inadequate  for  the 
purpose. 
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This  year  also  saw  the  erection  of  Council  Houses  at  the 
Marlpool  Farm  Estate,  continue  with  unabated  vigour;  and  the 
pleasing  style,  layouts  and  the  use  of  materials  to  best  advantage, 
have  been  fully  exploited  to  produce  a community  of  houses  of 
which  the  Council  and  the  citizens  of  the  District  can  be  rightly 
proud. 

It  was  wisely  decided  to  place  an  order  with  the  Thresh 
Disinfector  Company,  Keighley,  for  the  supply  of  a gas-fired 
steam  disinfector;  but  by  the  close  of  the  year  delivery  had  not 
taken  place.  This  apparatus  when  fully  installed  will  not  only 
prove  a boon  in  dealing  the  more  effectively  with  bug  infestation 
of  premises,  but  also  with  certain  infectious  diseases. 


VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS  MADE,  1948. 


During  the  year  6,799  visits  and  inspections  were  made  as  follows: — 


Appointments  with  Owners,  Agents  and  Builders 
Premises  Inspected  on  Complaint... 

Caravans,  Tents  and  Similar  Structures  ... 

Cinemas  and  Theatres 
Drainage  Inspections 

Smoke,  Colour  and  Water  Tests  to  Drains 

Factories 

Workplaces  ... 

Outworkers’  Premises 
Offensive  Trades 

Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection 
Scabies  and  Verminous  Conditions 
Piggeries 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act 
Refuse  Receptacles  and  Conveniences 
Refuse  Tips  ... 

Re  visits  to  Property  under  Notice 
Schools,  Churches  and  Chapels 
Smoke  Observations  and  Visits 
Miscellaneous  Visits  and  Salvage  ... 

Housing  Enquiries  re  Application  for  Council  Houses  . 
Houses  inspected  re  Overcrowding 
Houses  inspected  re  Vermin 
Houses  inspected  re  Housing  Defects: — 

Public  Health  Acts  166:  Housing  Acts  174... 
Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

Meat  and  Other  Foods  Inspections: — 


869 

294 

54 

8 

150 

61 

NO 

1 

126 

9 

141 

7 

65 

57 

1236 

96 

1035 

17 

13 

1182 
1 1 

2 
39 

340 

351 
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Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Food  Stalls  and  Vehicles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . , 164 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  ...  31 

Other  Food  Preparing  Premises  10 

Fish  Frying  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  289 

Food  Depots  and  Stores  59 

Cowsheds,  Milk  Purveyors’  Premises  and  Vehicles  ...  ...  129 

Ice  Cream  Premises 60 

Complaints: — 

No.  of  Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  152 

No.  referred  to  other  Departments 3 

Summary  of  Complaints: — 

Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  Closet  Accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Dirty  Houses I 

Housing  Defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

Keeping  of  Animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . 2 

Miscellaneous  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Obstructed  Drains  and  Sewers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Verminous  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Water  Supply  2 

152 

Notices  Issued: — 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  877 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  Served  23 

No.  of  Nuisances  Abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1478 

No.  of  Notices  to  Day  Schools  re  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  121 

No.  of  Notices  to  Sunday  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

No.  of  Notices  to  Librarians  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  MADE  AND  DEFECTS 
REMEDIED  DURING  THE  YEAR,  UNDER  THE 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  AND  HOUSING  ACTS. 

INTERIOR  OF  HOUSES:— 

Houses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Floors  re-laid  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

Windows  repaired  or  provided  with  sashcords  ...  ...  ...  91 

Walls  repaired 285 
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Ceilings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

Staircases  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Fireplaces  or  Ovens  repaired ...  ...  ...  64 

Doors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Insufficient  lighting  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Insufficient  ventilation  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pantries  ventilated  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Washing  coppers  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Baths,  Lavatory  Basins,  etc.: — 

Baths  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Wash-hand  basins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

New  sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Sink  waste  pipes  trapped  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Bath  waste  pipes  trapped  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Wash-hand  basin  waste  pipes  trapped  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Water  Supply: — 

Internal  supply  of  water  provided  (Taps  fixed  over  sinks)  ...  7 

Overcrowding: — 

Overcrowding  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

EXTERIOR  OF  HOUSES:— 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  159 

Walls  pointed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Eaves  and  Downspouts  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  92 

Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  148 

Drainage: — 

Downspouts  disconnected  from  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

Drains  re-laid  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Additional  drains  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

New  Inspection  Chambers  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Inspection  Chambers  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Interceptors  provided  on  main  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Soil  pipes  repaired  or  altered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

New  gully  traps  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Underground  rainwater  cisterns  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Drains  Tested  with  smoke,  water  or  colour  fluid  ...  ...  ...  61 

Water  removed  from  cellars  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cesspools  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Yards  and  Outbuildings: — 

Wash-houses  built,  repaired  or  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  5 

Coalhouses  built  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Yards  paved  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 
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Privies,  Pail  Closets,  Cesspools  and  W.C.s: — 

Privies  converted  into  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pail  closets  converted  into  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Pail  closet  receptacles  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

New  W.C.  Buildings  erected ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Water  closet  accommodation  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Water  closets  provided  with  new  pedestals  24 

Defective  water  service  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

Defective  flushing  apparatus  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  32 

Additional  W.C.’s  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  remedied  ...  ...  ...  I 

Ashpits  and  Dustbins: — 

Privy  ashpits  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dustbins  provided  in  lieu  of  ashpit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dustbin  renewals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  191 

Miscellaneous  Nuisances: — 

Nuisances  from  keeping  swine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Accumulations  of  manure  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Smoke  Abatement: — 

Smoke  Nuisances  Abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  | 


SUMMARY  OF  REGISTERED  PREMISES. 


Slaughter-houses — Licensed  18.  Registered  3. 

(Not  in  use)  ...  21 

Offensive  Trade  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Outworkers’  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  131 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  107 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Fish  Frying  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Ice-Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Other  Food  Preparing  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Farms  or  Other  Premises  used  as  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Milk  Purveyors — Retail  24,  Wholesale  20  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Milk  Purveyors  who  reside  outside  but  retail  within  this  area  ...  ...  II 
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HOUSING. 


During  the  year  every  effort  was  made  to  tackle  the  problem 
of  houses  sadly  in  need  of  repair,  and  when  one  reflects  on  the  work 
done  in  this  respect  there  is  little  cause  for  satisfaction,  for  merely 
the  fringe  of  the  problem  has  been  touched. 

As  mentioned  in  the  introduction  to  my  report,  the  only 
really  effective  way  of  dealing  with  this  matter  is  the  institution  of 
a complete  survey  of  housing  conditions  throughout  the  district; 
and  the  time  may  not  be  far  distant  when  we  shall  be  required  to 
undertake  this  task. 

In  dealing  with  the  effective  repair  of  insanitary  houses  there 
are  times  when  one  prays  for  the  wisdom  of  Solomon  and  the 
patience  of  Job,  for  the  difficulties  to  overcome  are  many. 

Consider  for  a moment  the  tenant  whose  house,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  advent  of  war,  would  in  all  probability  have  been 
condemned  some  ten  years  ago.  Little  if  anything  has  been  done 
in  the  way  of  repairs  during  that  period,  and  is  it  not  therefore 
natural  that  his  demands  for  a Council  house,  or  alternatively  for 
the  making  of  his  house  reasonably  fit  to  live  in,  should  become  more 
and  more  insistant. 

Nothing  can  be  more  demoralising  to  family  life  than  to  live 
in  the  same  old  drab  atmosphere  day  after  day,  week  after  week. 
Nothing  can  surely  lay  the  foundation  of  ill-health  more  quickly 
than  insanitary,  unfit  houses. 

Yet  consider  too  the  other  side  of  the  problem — the  property 
owners’  side. 

The  advent  of  war,  and  the  after  years,  brought  in  their  wake 
a shortage  of  building  materials  and  a plethora  of  rules,  regulations, 
licencing  and  so  on,  thus  virtually  tying  the  hands  of  those  Owners 
willing  and  anxious  to  repair  their  property — and  at  the  same  time 
providing  the  “bad”  landlord  with  a veritable  “arsenal”  of 
excuses. 

The  cost  of  having  repairs  affected  has  increased  enormously, 
and  yet  rents  have  remained  stationary:  and  hence  there  is  little 
wonder  that  landlords  are  reluctant  to  carry  out  any  extensive 
schemes  of  reconditioning  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Local 
Authority. 

In  the  matter  of  rents  it  is  interesting  to  note  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Association  to  the  Inter 
Departmental  Committee  on  Rent  Control,  as  follows: — 
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(a)  Dwelling  houses  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation — 
an  increase  of  100  per  cent  on  the  standard  rent. 

( b ) Dwelling  houses  not  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation 
but  capable  of  being  rendered  fit — 50  per  cent  increase 
on  the  standard  rent. 

(c)  Dwelling  houses  not  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation 
and  incapable  of  being  rendered  fit — no  increase. 

I feel  sure  the  time  will  come  when  legislation  will  have  to  be 
put  on  the  Statute  Book,  empowering  landlords  to  increase  the 
rents  of  their  property.  When  this  is  done,  one  of  the  main 
stumbling  blocks  in  obtaining  the  speedy  repair  of  houses  will  have 
been  removed. 

During  the  year  serious  consideration  was  given  to  the 
allocation  of  Council  Houses  to  those  families  living  in  condemned 
houses,  and  in  dwellings  not  capable  of  being  made  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation. 

In  this  respect  the  closest  co-operation  was  maintained  with 
the  Housing  Manager  in  order  to  make  certain  that  the  necessary 
action  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  had  been  fully  completed 
before  families  were  rehoused  from  property  not  already  con- 
demned. 

By  this  means  it  was  ensured  that  the  property  in  question 
was  either  satisfactorily  reconditioned,  closed  or  demolished,  and 
hence  did  not  again  constitute  a “lever”  for  families  to  obtain 
tenancy  of  Council  houses. 

How  pleasing  it  is  to  see  an  increasing  number  of  dwelling 
houses,  yes  and  business  premises  too,  being  once  more  redecorated 
externally  after  years  of  drabness.  Not  only  does  such  work 
benefit  the  landlord  concerned,  but  also  the  community  at  large 
by  enhancing  the  pleasantness  of  daily  surroundings. 

Extensive  reconditioning  of  Nos.  9 to  27,  Mill  Lane,  Codnor, 
was  undertaken  according  to  the  Council’s  requirements  and 
approximately  £1,500  was  spent  on  this  property. 

Nos.  13  and  15,  Nos.  17  and  19,  Nos.  23  and  25,  were  “back 
to  back”  houses  and  each  pair  were  therefore  converted  into  one 
“through”  type  dwelling.  In  addition,  roofs  were  reslated;  damp- 
proof  courses  provided  throughout,  foodstores  constructed  having 
adequate  ventilation  to  the  external  air,  and  walls,  floors  and 
ceilings  renewed  or  repaired  where  necessary. 
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As  the  existing  sanitary  accommodation  was  virtually  a “day’s 
march”  from  the  cottages,  in  addition  to  being  in  a dilapidated 
condition,  and  as  the  drainage  system  was  also  defective,  a new 
range  of  water  closet  compartments,  together  with  coal  houses, 
was  erected  in  a more  suitable  position. 

So,  with  the  completion  of  internal  and  external  decoration 
six  houses  were  provided;  and  the  many  applicants  for  tenancy 
helped  to  emphasise  the  fact  that  there  will  always  be  a demand 
for  this  type  of  dwelling  from  persons  who  cannot  afford  to  pay 
the  higher  rents  of  Council  houses. 

The  lack  of  any  maintenance  repairs  to  Nos.  115  and  117, 
Ray  Street,  Heanor,  over  a number  of  years,  had  gradually  resulted 
in  the  houses  becoming  extremely  dilapidated.  It  was  therefore 
decided  to  take  action  under  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act,  1936; 
and  also  under  section  47  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  to  obtain 
the  conversion  of  the  two  privy  middens  serving  this  property. 

As  a result  of  non-compliance  with  the  Council’s  require- 
ments within  the  period  specified,  quotations  for  carrying  out  the 
necessary  work  were  invited  from  eighteen  local  builders,  and  a 
quotation  of  £202  was  accepted. 

The  Contractor  subsequently  commenced  work  on  the 
property  during  December. 

Truly  it  is  a sign  of  the  times  that  whereas  in  former  days  an 
Owner  had,  more  often  than  not,  to  pay  for  the  demolition  of  his 
condemned  property,  he  can  now  obtain  the  services  of  Con- 
tractors who  will  carry  out  the  work  (including  the  clearing  of  the 
site)  free  of  charge,  on  the  condition  that  they  be  allowed  to  have 
all  materials  accruing  from  the  demolition. 

The  building  of  Council  houses  gained  added  momentum 
during  the  year,  and  where  once  were  green  fields,  a miniature 
city  seems  now  to  have  sprung  up  at  Marlpool. 

Why  I wonder,  does  it  seem  to  be  the  modern  tendency  to 
erect  houses  without  good  sizeable  pantries  having  adequate 
lighting  and  ventilation  ? For  surely  the  wooden  food  cupboards 
cannot  have  the  same  ‘‘keeping  qualities”  as  the  brick  constructed 
food  store. 

In  this  respect  consider  the  modern  kitchen  or  scullery — the 
housewife’s  workroom — and  as  such,  small  in  order  to  discourage 
the  taking  of  meals  therein;  compact  in  order  to  minimise  work 
and  generally  containing  a gas  or  electric  cooker,  as  well  as  perhaps, 
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the  oven  of  a “back-to-back”  range — all  these  make  obvious  the 
need  for  better  food  storgae  accommodation  of  the  old  traditional 
type. 

Ninety  houses  were  erected  by  the  Council  at  Langley  and 
Marlpool  during  the  year,  the  figure  representing  an  increase  of 
36.3  per  cent  over  the  number  erected  during  1947. 

In  connection  with  applications  for  Council  houses,  Mr.  C. 
Compton,  Housing  Manager,  has  kindly  provided  the  following 
summary: — 

Total  No.  of  Council  House  applicants  on  list  at  end  of  1948  2,050 

No.  of  families  re-housed  during  1948  90 

No.  of  applications  from  Tenant  applicants 921 

No.  of  applications  from  Lodger  applicants  ...  ...  ...  1,129 

No.  of  applications  from  Miners  residing  in  the  district  ...  559 

No.  of  applications  from  Miners  residing  outside  the  district  58 

No.  of  applications  from  Persons  residing  outside  the  district  199 

No.  of  applications  for  Bungalows  ...  ...  ...  ...  137 

The  following  is  a summary  of  action  taken  under  section  I I 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  during  the  year: — 

27,  Heanor  Road,  Loscoe. 

The  schedule  of  works  submitted  by  the  owners  did  not  meet 
the  Council’s  requirements  and  they  (the  owners)  were  therefore 
asked  to  sign  an  undertaking  not  to  relet  the  property  again  after 
the  present  tenant  had  been  rehoused  by  the  Council.  This  under- 
taking was,  however,  not  forthcoming,  but  before  any  further 
action  could  be  taken  the  property  was  voluntarily  demolished. 

9,  Lacey  Fields  Road,  Langley. 

An  undertaking  was  given  not  to  relet  this  dwelling-house 
after  the  present  tenant  had  been  rehoused  by  the  Council. 

The  undermentioned  property  was  also  represented  under 
section  1 1 of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  but  further  action  was  pending 
as  the  year  ended. 

13,  14,  Mill  Road,  Marlpool. 

15,  Lacey  Fields  Road,  Langley. 

49,  Howitt  Street,  Heanor. 

22,  24,  Derby  Road,  Heanor. 

40,  42,  Derby  Road,  Heanor. 

14,  15,  Mount  Street,  Heanor. 

6,  7,  Abbott  Street,  Heanor. 

30,  32,  34,  36,  38,  Breach  Road,  Marlpool. 
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The  following  properties  were  demolished  during  the  year, 
namely  : — 

36,  37,  West  Hill,  Codnor. 

1 1,12,  Mill  Road,  Marlpool. 

I,  3,  Hands  Road,  Heanor. 

32,  33,  Church  Street,  Heanor. 

31,  32,  33,  34,  35,  36,  Fair  View,  Heanor. 

27,  Heanor  Road,  Loscoe. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  Register  of  Individual  Unfit 
houses  as  at  the  end  of  the  year: — 

No.  of  houses  upon  which  Demolition  Orders  are  operative  19 

No.  of  houses  upon  which  Closing  Orders  are  operative  ...  5 

No.  of  above  houses  still  occupied  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

No.  of  new  houses  erected  during  1948: — 

1.  By  the  Local  Authority  (Permanent  Type)  ...  ...  ...  90 

2.  By  Private  Enterprise  (Permanent  Type)  ...  ...  ...  I 

Total  ...  ...  91 

No.  of  Houses  Demolished  during  1948  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Estimated  number  of  houses  in  the  area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6680 

I.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  340 
( b ) Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  351 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(I)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidation  Regulations,  1925  and 

1932  Nil. 

( b ) Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  N il o 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation...  ...  321 
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2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  Formal 

Notices: — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 

their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  415 

3.  Proceedings  under  Sections  I I and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  demol- 
ition orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(3)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  anticipation  of  formal 

procedure  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936  13 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  where  undertakings  were 
accepted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


NUMBER  OF  NEW  HOUSES  COMPLETED 
DURING  1948  IN  WARDS. 


Heanor. 

Langley 

Langley  & 

Mill. 

Marlpool. 

By  Local  Authority  — 

— 

90 

By  Private  Enterprise  1 

— 

— 

1 



90 

By  Local  Authority 90 

By  Private  Enterprise  ...  I 

Total  91 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  houses  erected  since  1921: — 


Year 

Houses 
Erected 
by  the 
Council. 

Subsidy  Houses 
Erected  by 
Private 
Enterprise 

Non-Subsidy 
Houses  Erected 
by  Private 
Enterprise 

Total. 

1921 

22 

— 

25 

47 

1922 

50 

— 

13 

63 

1923 

6 

— 

42 

48 

1924 

— 

8 

45 

53 

1925 

— 

78 

23 

101 

1926 

— 

42 

13 

55 

1927 

50 

35 

9 

94 

1928 

90 

25 

10 

125 

1929 

112 

28 

7 

147 

1930 

— 

— 

19 

19 

1931 

10 

— 

28 

38 

1932 

138 

— 

52 

190 

1933 

26 

— 

100 

126 

1934 

52 

— 

150 

202 

1935 

19 

— 

139 

158 

1936 

56 

— 

149 

205 

1937 

— 

— 

122 

122 

1938 

106 

— 

142 

248 

1939 

— 

— 

79 

79 

1940  to  1945 

— 

* — 

18 

30 

1946 

50  (Prefabs.)  — 

13 

30 

1947 

66 

— 

46 

112 

1948 

90 

— 

1 

91 

Totals 

943 

216 

1257 

2416 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  no  common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  area. 

TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS  AND  SIMILAR 
STRUCTURES. 

Fifty-four  visits  have  been  made  to  caravans,  the  majority  of 
which  were  used  in  connection  with  the  various  Fairs  held  in  the 
district. 

No  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  found  to  exist,  and  most 
of  the  vans  were  equipped  with  suitable  chemical  closets  and  dust 
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bins.  Regular  attention  was  paid  to  the  removal  of  refuse  from  these 
moveable  dwellings  throughout  the  period  of  their  stay. 

No  licences  were  issued  in  pursuance  of  section  269  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

The  number  of  visits  made  to  factories  during  the  year  totalled 

110. 


No  notices  were  received  from  H.  M.  Inspector  of  Factories 
in  pursuance  of  section  9,  and  any  other  contraventions  noted 
during  the  course  of  inspection  were  referred  to  the  managements 
concerned. 

New  sanitary  accommodation  was  provided  at  two  printing 
works,  and  Messrs.  G.  R.  Turners,  Langley  Mill  constructed  an 
entirely  new  range  of  W.C.  compartments,  complete  with  wash 
hand  basins. 


OUTWORKERS. 

Outwork  in  this  district  has  again  shown  a remarkable  upward 
trend.  One  hundred  and  thirty-one  p*ersons  were  engaged  on  this 
class  of  work  during  the  year  as  compared  with  forty-one  during 
1947;  thus  showing  an  increase  of  224.3  per  cent  over  last  year’s 
total. 

In  pondering  on  the  reason  for  this  increase  in  outwork,  I 
cannot  help  but  think  that  the  active  part  played  by  women  during 
the  war  has  led  them  to  undertake  part  time  work  as  a means  of 
occupying  their  leisure  moments.  In  so  doing  they  receive  that 
little  extra  remuneration  which  gives  them  a feeling  of  independ- 
ence ; they  are  not  specifically  tied  to  the  weekly  “house-keeping” 
money,  and  hence  can  indulge  in  the  “tonic”  of  buying  a pair  of 
“nylons”  or  a new  hat  for  example,  from  time  to  time.  A further 
factor  may  well  be  that  the  demands  of  school  children  on  the 
mothers  is  less  exacting  since  those  who  wish  may  now  have  their 
dinners  at  school. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  I 10  of  the  Factory 
Act,  1937,  nineteen  lists  of  Outworkers  were  received  from  various 
factories,  a summary  of  which  is  set  out  hereunder: — 
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Nature  of  Work. 

No.  of  Premises 

No.  of  Outworkers. 
Females. 

Hosiery 

82 

82 

Lace  and  Netting 

5 

5 

Clothing  ... 

44 

44 

Total 

131 

131 

No  case  of  Infectious  Disease  at  Outworkers’  premises  was 
notified  during  the  year. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  DISINFECTION. 


The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year: — 

No.  of  visits  to  infected  houses 

No.  of  Rooms  disinfected  (Houses  and  Schools) 

No.  of  Notices  to  Day  Schools 
No.  of  Notices  to  Sunday  Schools... 

No.  of  Notices  to  Librarians 
No.  of  Library  Books  disinfected  ... 

No.  of  Library  Books  destroyed  ... 

No.  of  lots  of  Bedding  destroyed  upon  request... 

No.  of  rooms  disinfected  (Scabies) 

DISINFESTATION. 

No.  of  Houses  infested  (Bugs) 

(a)  Council  Houses 

( b ) Other  Houses 

No.  of  Houses  disinfested  ... 


141 

78 

111 

69 

60 

59 

Nil. 

2 

8 


14 

9 

5 

14 


Compared  with  1947  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  houses  treated  for  bed  bug  infestations  during  the  year  under 
review. 

Insecticides  containing  5%  D.D.T.  were  extensively  used  in 
the  disinfestation  work  and  proved  most  effective. 

The  new  disinfection  station  at  Fletcher  Street  Salvage  Depot, 
when  brought  into  operation,  will  prove  of  great  help  in  dealing 
the  more  effectively  with  bug  infested  bedding. 

In  this  respect  tenants  of  houses  where  bugs  are  found,  should 
be  made  to  understand  that  they  too  have  a part  to  play  in  the 
scheme  of  things;  and  they  would  do  well  to  realise  that  much  can 
be  accomplished  by  the  energetic  use  of  soap  and  water. 
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SCABIES. 


Eleven  cases  of  scabies  were  reported  during  the  year;  two 
of  which  were  treated  at  home,  and  nine  cases  were  dealt  with  at 
the  Cleansing  Station,  necessitating  thirty-six  treatments  in  all. 

No  case  of  head  lice  wa..  reported. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  AND 
SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

From  time  to  time  during  the  year  under  review,  complaints 
were  made  by  several  residents  of  a new  housing  estate,  in  regard 
to  a nuisance  caused  by  the  emission  of  sulphur  dioxide  fumes  from 
a nearby  factory. 

Observations  proved  that  these  complaints  were  not  lightly 
made  for  not  only  did  the  fumes  cause  the  death  of  certain  plant 
life  in  gardens,  but  also  proved  a source  of  inconvenience  and 
distress  to  nearby  residents. 

The  gas  resulted  from  the  burning  of  sulphur — only  about 
fifteen  pounds  per  batch — in  a specially  constructed  wooden  shed 
used  for  the  bleaching  of  materials.  It  was,  of  course,  essential 
that  as  much  sulphur  dioxide  as  possible  be  conserved  in  the  “cells” 
in  order  to  carry  out  the  bleaching  process  efficiently,  and  there- 
fore only  that  amount  of  air  sufficient  to  support  combustion  of  the 
sulphur  was  allowed  to  enter  the  shed. 

This  resulted  in  the  gas  passing  slowly  to  the  external  air,  by 
means  of  wooden  ducts,  but,  diffusion  did  not  take  place  quick 
enough  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  a nuisance  when  there  was 
a still  humid  atmosphere. 

Discussions  took  place  with  the  management  concerned  who 
were  naturally  anxious  to  help  in  any  way  possible.  To  this  end 
lengths  of  galvanised  iron  piping  were  fitted  to  the  two  main 
extraction  ducts;  special  attention  was  paid  to  the  sealing  of  any 
leakages  from  the  shed  and  the  whole  process  was  started  con- 
siderably earlier  in  the  day,  to  complete  the  discharge  of  the  gas 
into  the  atmsophere  before  the  evening,  when  the  nuisance 
seemed  more  prone  to  arise. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  these  measures  affected  some  improve- 
ment, but  matters  had  not  reached  a satisfactory  conclusion  by  the 
end  of  the  year. 
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The  ancient  Egyptians  were  rightly  proud  of  their  pyramids 
, . . but  the  “pyramids”  of  Heanor,  are,  by  no  stretch  of  the 
imagination,  things  of  beauty. 

Two  colliery  spoilbanks — for  these  are  our  “pyramids” — 
rear  their  ugly  cones  above  the  landscape,  and  are  constantly 
growing  in  stature — monuments  to  the  mechanisation  of  the 
mines  ! ! ! 

But  why  should  this  be  so  ? Why  must  we  look  upon  a great 
heap  of  muck  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth  as  being  the  inevitable 
outcome  of  having  collieries  in  our  district.  Many  Local  Authorities 
dispose  of  household  refuse  and  the  like  by  means  of  controlled 
tipping,  and  because  such  tipping  is  done  according  to  scientific 
principles  the  creation  of  any  nuisance  is  avoided.  It  is  reasonable 
to  think,  therefore,  that  the  tipping  of  colliery  spoil  could  also  be 
undertaken  according  to  scientific  principles,  and  surely  the 
Ministry  of  Health  have  available  sufficient  data  from  which  a code 
of  practice  could  be  formulated. 

One  solution  to  the  problem  might  well  be  the  keeping  of 
spoil  underground  where  it  rightly  belongs:  but  the  cost  of  such 
a project,  it  is  argued,  would  be  prohibitive. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  no  person  I feel  sure  would  mind  paying  a 
little  extra  for  their  coal  as  an  insurance  against  atmospheric 
pollution  from  spoilbanks.  There  is  also  the  further  consideration 
that  the  cost  of  carrying  out  repairs  to  property  caused  by  colliery 
subsidence,  would  no  doubt  be  considerably  reduced. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  draw  the  attention  of  a certain 
colliery  management  to  the  nuisance  caused  by  a burning  spoil- 
bank. 

Co-operation  was  readily  forthcoming  and  additional  spray 
pipes  and  pumps  were  brought  into  action  for  the  purpose  of 
applying  water  where  most  needed.  This  method,  is,  of  necessity, 
slow  in  producing  the  desired  results  and  the  spraying  of  the 
affected  areas  with  fine  droplets  of  water  must  be  continuous. 
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REGISTER  OF  RAINFALL  IN  1948. 

Summary  of  observations  taken  at  Milnhay  Outfalls,  Langley  Mill, 
by  Mr.  R.  Archer,  Surveyor: — 


Inches 

Days  of  R 

January  

5.59 

on 

22 

February  

1.50 

ft 

9 

March  

0.44 

ft 

5 

April  

1.87 

ft 

II 

May 

2.15 

ft 

10 

June  

2.82 

ft 

13 

July 

1.05 

ft 

8 

August  

4.11 

ft 

II 

September  

2.25 

ft 

10 

October 

1.35 

M 

5 

November  

1.41 

ft 

12 

December  

3.13 

ft 

12 

27.67 

on 

128 

1947  

21.18 

on 

125 

1946  

27.01 

on 

145 

1945  

25.55 

on 

143 

1944  

34.55 

on 

188 

1943  

22.04 

on 

151 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  approximate  number  and  type  of  sanitary  conveniences  in  us* 


In  the  area  at  the  end  of  the 

Heanor 

Ward. 

year  were 

Langley 

Mill 

Ward. 

as  follows 

Langley  & 
Marfpool 
Ward. 

Loscoe, 
Codnor 
&c.  Wards. 

Totat 

Water  Closets 

2645 

1472 

1363 

1869 

7349 

Pail  Closets  ... 

2 

1 

5 

41 

49 

Privy  Middens 

0 

0 

2 

35 

37 

Dry  Ashpits  ... 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Dustbins 

...  2510 

1342 

1324 

1780 

6956 

In  February  a full  report  regarding  existing  sanitary  accom- 
modation at  the  Boat  Inn  and  the  nearby  cottages  Nos.  3,  4,  5,  6, 
Park  View,  Stoneyford,  was  submitted  to  the  Council  and  the 
recommendations  set  out  in  the  major  scheme  approved. 

Briefly  the  scheme  embodied  the  conversion  of  pail  closets 
to  water  closets  at  the  Boat  Inn  and  the  Cottages;  the  erection  of 


34 


new  sanitary  accommodation  for  the  use  of  persons  frequenting 
the  Inn;  and  the  construction  of  a suitable  sewage  disposal  unit. 

The  National  Coal  Board,  owners  of  the  property,  finally 
decided  to  accept  the  Council’s  scheme,  but  by  the  end  of  the 
year  no  work  had  been  undertaken. 

One  pail  closet  at  No.  48,  Wellington  Street,  Heanor,  was 
converted  to  a water  closet  and  the  sum  of  four  pounds  being  con- 
tributed by  the  Council  towards  the  cost  of  the  conversion. 

Statutory  notices  were  served  in  respect  of  the  abolition  of 
privy  middens  and  the  provision  of  water  closets  at  Nos.  I 15  and 
I 17,  Ray  Street,  Heanor,  and  in  default  of  the  owner,  the  necessary 
work  was  undertaken  by  a private  contractor  on  behalf  of  the 
Council. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  take  action  under  section  45  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  in  regard  to  a nuisance  caused  by  defective 
sanitary  accommodation  at  No.  24,  Howitt  Street,  Heanor.  The 
owner  would  not  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Council 
and  hence  quotations  were  invited  for  carrying  out  the  necessary 
work.  This  was  done  at  a cost  of  £6/l4/0d.,  and  was  subsequently 
repaid  by  weekly  instalments  recovered  from  the  tenant,  who 
thereby  deducted  such  instalment  from  the  rent  due  to  the  land- 
lord. 

One  privy  midden  was  abolished  at  No.  15,  Mill  Road,  Marlpool. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICE. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION. — It  is  inevitable  in  a mining  district 
that  the  demands  on  the  Public  Cleansing  Service  are  greater  than 
in  other  areas.  Not  only  is  the  refuse  of  a very  heavy  nature  but 
also  greater  in  quantity.  Summer  months,  of  course,  bring  an  all 
too  brief  a respite  from  these  arduous  duties,  but  the  greatest 
strain  is  placed  on  the  Service  during  winter  time. 

To  add  to  the  difficulties  of  maintaining  an  efficient  refuse 
collection  service  during  the  winter  period,  depletion  of  available 
manpower  is  caused  by  sickness  and  employees  taking  their  annual 
holidays  during  the  later  months  of  the  year.  Hence  to  counteract 
the  latter,  refuse  collection  was  suspended  throughout  the  district, 
for  one  week  commencing  the  5th  July,  in  order  to  afford  an 
opportunity  for  the  employees  to  complete  their  annual  leave  as 
soon  as  possible  during  the  summer  months. 

This  arrangement  proved  well  worth  while  and  should  be 
brought  into  operation  again  next  year. 
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In  the  hope  of  gaining  the  co-operation  of  the  householder, 
leaflets  were  distributed  throughout  the  district  suggesting  ways 
and  means  of  how  best  to  dispose  of  garden  refuse,  other  than  by 
placing  it  in  the  dust  bin — thereby  needlessly  increasing  the  work 
of  the  refuse  collectors. 

The  suggestions,  however,  appear  to  have  fallen  on  “stony 
ground,”  for  the  quantity  of  this  type  of  refuse  arriving  at  the 
tips  is  still  as  large  as  ever. 

How  best  to  tackle  this  problem  remains  unsolved — hedge 
trimmings,  weeds,  etc.,  placed  on  top  of  the  ashes  have  been  tact- 
fully left  behind;  but  inevitably  they  were  found  more  “strategic- 
ally” placed  among  other  refuse  in  the  bin  when  next  the  collectors 
called  ! 

There  is  too,  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  builders’  waste 
materials  being  left  behind  on  the  completion  of  repair  work  to 
premises. 

To  maintain  a high  standard  of  efficiency  in  the  Public  Cleansing 
Service  (that  “Cinderella”  of  all  Services  provided  by  Local 
Authority)  working  conditions  must  be  such  that  they  compare 
favourably  with  those  offered  by  Industry.  To  this  end  suitable 
protective  clothing  should  be  provided — the  black  oilskin  macin- 
toshes supplied  in  1947  proved  too  cumbersome  and  restrictive 
to  movement;  each  employee  should  also  have  a locker  for  the 
storage  of  overalls,  etc.,  and  so  obviate  the  need  for  returning 
home  at  the  end  of  the  day  in  his  dust-laden  clothes;  adequate 
washing  facilities  should  be  provided  as  well  as  suitable  premises 
for  taking  meals. 

Then  only  then,  will  we  attract  to  the  Service  the  younger 
type  of  man  who  will  become  a permanent  employee,  and  not  one 
who  merely  looks  upon  the  job  as  a stop-gap  until  he  can  find 
something  better. 

The  employee  too,  has  an  important  part  to  play  in  the  scheme 
of  things.  There  is  a real  need  for  a return  to  the  “team  spirit” 
and  abolish  the  “one  man  one  job”  idea  which  seems  to  be  all  too 
prevalent.  For  the  refuse  collection  gang  works  as  a single  unit, 
and  as  such  should  be  composed  of  men  ready  to  lend  a helping 
hand  within  the  unit,  when  perhaps  their  own  specific  job  has  been 
completed. 

The  provision  of  du-stbins  still  continues  to  absorb  more 
clerical  and  inspection  work  than  should  be  really  necessary.  All 
too  often  there  is  a considerable  time  lag  between  service  of  notice 
and  provision  of  the  bin — which  not  only  involves  the  Cleansing 
Department  in  much  extra  labour  and  cost,  but  also  is  contrary  to 
the  fundamental  principles  of  environmental  hygiene. 
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Section  75,  Sub-section  I of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
states  that  the  Local  Authority  may  by  notice  require  the  OWNER 
or  OCCUPIER  of  any  building,  to  provide  “such  number  of  covered 
dustbins  for  the  reception  of  house  refuse,  of  such  material,  size 
and  construction  as  the  Authority  may  approve.”  Either  party 
has  a right  of  appeal  to  a Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction,  against 
such  a notice. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  there  is  still  a vexed  question,  on  whom 
shall  the  notice  be  served  ? 

In  this  district  it  has  been  the  practice  to  serve  notice  on  the 
landlord,  except  in  those  circumstances  where  misuse  of  the  bin 
by  the  tenant  could  be  proved,  and  I think  most  Local  Authorities 
have  likewise  followed  this  procedure. 

It  did  seem  that  the  Local  Authority  had  discretionary  powers 
in  the  matter,  but  the  results  of  the  two  appeals,  Thomas  v.  Croydon 
Corporation  and  the  First  National  Housing  Trust  v.  Chesterfield 
Rural  District  Council,  have  made  “confusion  twice  confounded.” 

Now  it  would  appear  that  the  stark  reality  of  an  appeal  to  the 
Court  is  ever  present:  and  hence  the  greatest  care  is  necessary 
in  ascertaining  the  true  facts  of  each  case  before  the  requisite 
notice  is  served. 

In  view  of  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs  not  a few  Local 
Authorities  are  giving  serious  consideration  to  the  use  of  powers 
vested  in  them  by  Section  75,  Sub-section  3 of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  which  enable  an  authority  to  provide  and  maintain 
dust  bins  by  making  an  annual  charge  of  2/6d .,  now  increased  to 
5/0d.,  per  bin,  recoverable  as  part  of  the  general  rate. 

The  chief  objection  to  such  a scheme  however  is  the  financial 
aspect;  but  in  my  opinion  the  advantage  gained  by  such  a project 
by  far  outweighs  its  cost  of  operation. 

From  time  to  time  requests  are  received  from  Owners  and 
Estate  Agents  for  the  Council  to  supply  dust  bins  to  certain 
property.  It  would  certainly  be  advantageous  therefore,  if  we  kept 
a small  quantity  of  dust  bins  in  stock  for  resale  to  the  public. 

I should  also  like  to  see  the  three  refuse  collection  lorries 
smarter  in  appearance,  and  to  this  end  recommend  that  they 
receive  weekly  cleaning.  The  fact  that  these  vehicles  are  hired 
from  the  Surveyor’s  Department  rather  complicates  matters  in 
so  far  that  one  wonders  on  which  Department  should  fall  the  onus 
of  cleansing. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. — Towards  the  end  of  February  the 
controlled  tip  on  land  owned  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Holmes,  at  Brook 
Farm,  Loscoe,  was  successfully  completed.  This  tip  had  been  in 
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operation  for  more  than  twenty  years  and  proved  a good  example 
of  what  useful  work  can  be  done  by  the  employment  of  controlled 
tipping  methods  on  low  lying  ground  subject  to  flooding. 

It  was  therefore  found  necessary  to  find  an  alternative  site  to 
serve  the  needs  of  the  Codnor  and  Loscoe  areas. 

After  viewing  several  possible  sites,  the  Children’s  Recreation 
Ground,  Codnor,  was  finally  decided  upon,  the  ground  in  its 
present  form  being  of  little  use  as  a playing  field. 

Tipping  had  been  carried  out  here  some  years  ago,  but  a 
serious  nuisance  caused  by  crickets,  which  not  only  infested  the 
tip,  but  invaded  many  premises  in  Codnor,  caused  the  site  to  be 
abandoned. 

Having  in  mind,  therefore,  some  vivid  accounts  of  this  “in- 
vasion,” particular  attention  was  given  to  the  spraying  of  all  tip 
surfaces  with  Gammexane  Dust  D.O.34,  commencing  early  in  May 
and  continuing  well  into  the  Autumn.  Not  one  single  cricket  was 
found  throughout  the  year. 

Gammexane  was  also  regularly  used  on  the  controlled  tips 
at  Cromford  Road,  Langley  Mill  and  Commonside,  Heanor,  with 
excellent  results. 

It  was  no  doubt  to  be  expected  that  the  use  of  a children’s 
recreation  ground  for  tipping  purposes,  would  involve  diffi- 
culties in  keeping  the  field  tidy,  and  free  from  tins,  etc.  In  this 
respect  much  time  had  to  be  spent  in  cleaning  up  the  ravages 
wrought  by  youthful  enthusiasm  for  smashing  bottles  and  jars  and 
throwing  tins  about. 

Adults  too  were  not  free  from  blame;  for  a good  deal  of 
disturbance  of  the  tip  faces  was  caused  by  persons  “salvaging” — 
“good”  cinders  especially  being  sought  by  gardening  enthusiasts 
having  greenhouses. 

It  has  been  the  practice  in  the  past,  to  employ  one  man  and  a 
horse  and  cart  for  the  purpose  of  removing  soil  in  advance  of  con- 
trolled tipping.  This  proved  a slow  and  costly  method:  and  it  was 
therefore  decided  to  hire  an  eight  cubic  yard  scraper,  together 
with  tractor,  from  Messrs.  The  Butterley  Company. 

In  five  days  over  three  quarters  of  an  acre  of  soil  was  removed 
from  Codnor  Tip,  and  a similar  procedure  was  therefore  carried 
out  at  Cromford  Road  Tip.  One  of  the  disadvantages  of  this  method, 
however,  is  the  fact  that  a considerable  area  of  the  tip  has  to  be 
left  unsoiled  in  order  to  make  the  hire  of  mechanical  plant  for 
resoiling  purposes  an  economical  proposition.  Hence  the  growth 
of  weeds  become  a problem  with  which  one  has  to  contend  from 
time  to  time. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 
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Refuse  Removed: — 12,605  Tons  Dry  Refuse.  227  Tons  Night  Soil  — - 12,832  Tons  (Estimated  Weight)  Total. 


SALVAGE. — This  has  proved  a record  year  for  salvage,  and 
the  total  income  derived  from  the  sale  of  345  tons  of  various 
commodities  amounted  to  £l,569/5/3d.  an  increase  of  £408/ 1 4/3d. 
over  year  1947. 

The  total  waste  paper  collections  amounted  to  132  tons  14 
cwts.  I qr.  and  exceeded  last  year’s  figures  by  thirty  tons  nine  cwts. 
3 qrs. 

Much  has  been  said  and  written  about  the  value  of  incentives, 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  “Bonus  Question’’  when  placed  on  the 
agenda,  can  produce  as  a great  diversity  of  opinion  as  the  Pasteur- 
isation of  Milk. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  the  Health  Committee,  after  having  given 
serious  consideration  to  all  aspects  of  the  question  finally  recom- 
mended the  following  Bonus  Scheme  for  Salvage  Collectors  : — 

“Fifty  per  cent  of  the  income  derived  from  salvage  sold 
over  and  above  the  figure  of  ten  tons  per  month,  exclusive  of 
kitchen  waste,  be  equally  divided,  pro  rata  to  the  number  of 
days  worked,  among  all  employees  of  the  Cleansing  Service; 
payment  of  the  bonus  to  be  made  monthly,  and  the  whole 
scheme  to  be  again  reviewed  after  a period  of  six  months.’’ 

This  scheme  therefore  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  April, 
1948,  and  has  continued  ever  since.  There  is  no  doubt  in  my  own 
mind  that  if  was  one  of  the  major  factors  in  making  this  a record 
year  for  salvage. 

Each  employee  received  an  average  amount  of  15/1  Od.  per 
month  for  the  nine  months  ending  the  31st  December,  1949;  and 
the  sum  of  £ 1 77/ 1 8/2d.  was  paid  out  in  bonus  money  during  that 
period. 

Several  changes  in  the  Salvage  organisation  were  effected 
during  the  year.  With  the  purchase  of  the  A.R.P.  Depot  at 
Fletcher  Street,  Heanor,  it  was  then  possible  to  centralise  all 
salvage  at  this  depot  instead  of  employing  three  collecting  and 
baling  centres  as  formerly.  This  then  left  the  way  clear  for  the 
subsequent  demolition  of  the  “Golden  Ball’’  and  Church  Street 
properties,  which  were  very  old  and  dilapidated  premises. 

The  existing  system  of  collecting  salvage  from  shops  and  busi- 
ness premises  on  Friday  and  Saturday  each  week,  coincided  with, 
the  period  when  the  staff  of  the  shops,  etc.,  were  at  their  busiest. 
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Hence  the  days  of  collection  were  changed  to  Monday  and 
Tuesday,  such  arrangement  proving  of  considerable  help  to  all 
concerned. 

The  three  hand-operated  paper  presses  having  long  passed 
their  period  of  usefulness,  it  was  decided,  in  April,  to  invite 
quotations  for  the  supply  of  an  electric  paper  baler.  Several 
quotations  were  received  and  that  submitted  by  Messrs.  Entwistle 
and  Gass  Ltd.,  Atlas  Foundry,  Bolton,  was  finally  accepted.  The 
press  ordered  has  a twin  screw  drive,  is  powered  by  a l-h.p. 
electric  motor  and  makes  a bale  of  approximately  30  ins.  by  15  ins. 
by  24  ins.  deep,  and  weighing  about  one  hundredweight.  Delivery, 
however,  had  not  taken  place  as  the  year  came  to  a close. 


It  should  be  noted  that  the  total  income  derived  from  salvage  includes  the  Board  of  Trade  bonus.  During  the  year  1948,  the  bonus 
in  respect  of  Waste  Paper  amounted  to  £36/2/6d.  and  Kitchen  Waste  amounted  to  £ 1 48 / 1 0/5d. 
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SUMMARY  OF  SALVAGE  COLLECTED. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 


Set  out  hereunder  are  the  incomes  derived  from  Public 
Conveniences  at  the  Market  Place  and  Mayfield  Avenue,  Heanor, 
and  at  the  Market  Place,  Codnor. 

£ s.  d. 

HEANOR — Market  Place  Conveniences 73  3 6 

Mayfield  Avenue  Conveniences  ...  ...  3 4 11 

CODNOR — Market  Place  Conveniences  10  13  9 


Total  Income  ...  £87  2 2 


Why  the  Public  Conveniences  are  subject  to  so  much  wilful 
damage,  both  to  the  premises  and  apparatus,  is  simply  beyond 
comprehension.  Yet  scarcely  a month  passes  without  locks  being 
damaged,  or  water  service  pipes  wrenched  from  walls,  lavatory 
seats  broken  and  so  on. 

Efforts  were  made  during  the  year  to  find  a suitable  site  on 
which  to  erect  new  Public  Conveniences  in  the  Loscoe  Ward.  To 
this  end  discussions  with  the  Loscoe  Memorial  Committee  and  the 
Butterley  Company  took  place  in  regard  to  the  use  of  part  of  the 
site  of  the  now  demolished  “Golden  Ball’’  Inn  at  Furnace  Lane. 

Both  parties  proved  agreeable  to  the  project,  and  it  now 
therefore  only  remains  for  the  necessary  plans  and  other  formali- 
ties to  be  completed. 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  MUSIC  HALLS, 
THEATRES,  ETC. 

All  premises  were  visited  periodically  and  conditions  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 

INFESTATION  ORDER,  1943. 

During  February  the  first  Maintenance  Treatment  for  sewer 
rats  was  undertaken,  and  the  310  manholes  on  the  thirty-six  miles 
of  sewers  were  baited. 

Sausage  rusk  containing  2{  per  cent  of  Zinc  Phosphide  was 
the  bait  base  andpoison  used. 
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A summary  of  the  results  obtained  is  set  out  below: — 


Section 

No.  of 
Man- 
holes 
Baited 

Poison  Takes 

No.  of 
Dead 
Rats 
Found 

Calcu- 
lated 
Kill  of 

Rats 

Com- 

plete 

Partial 

No 

Takes 

1 — Heanor  

47 



4 

43 

2 

27 

2 — Heanor  

50 

— 

4 

46 

3 

40 

3 — Langley  and  Marlpool 

51 

— 

5 

46 

— 

47 

4 — Langley  Mill 

62 

— 

3 

59 

5 

33 

5 — Loscoe  and  Cod  nor... 

26 

— 

1 

25 

— 

7 

6 — Codnor  

33 

— 

3 

30 

— 

33 

7 — Woodlinkin 

41 

— 

— 

41 

— 

— 

TOTALS  ... 

310 

— 

20 

290 

10 

187 

The  second  maintenance  treatment  took  place  during  the 
period  23rd  August  to  Nth  September,  1948,  and  the  whole 
system  of  sewers  throughout  the  district  was  baited. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  results  obtained: — 


Section 

No.  of 
Man- 
holes 
Baited 

Poison  Takes 

No.  of 
Dead 
Rats 
Found 

Calcu- 
lated 
Kill  of 
Rats 

Com- 

plete 

Partial 

No 

Takes 

1 — Heanor  

47 

2 

1 

44 

3 

47 

2 — Heanor  

50 

— 

5 

45 

— 

26 

3 — Langley  and  Marlpool 

52 

— 

2 

50 

— 

13 

4 — Langley  Mill 

64 

1 

1 

62 

— 

33 

5 — Loscoe  and  Den  by  ... 

26 

— 

1 

25 

— 

7 

6 —  Codnor  

7 —  Aldercar  and 

33 

— 

3 

30 

2 

20 

Woodlinkin 

42 

— 

2 

40 

— 

13 

TOTALS  ... 

314 

3 

15 

296 

5 

159 

One  major  infestation  of  rats  was  successfully  dealt  with  at  a 
factory  in  Langley  Mill  and  no  further  such  infestations  were 
experienced  in  the  district  during  the  year. 
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AN  controlled  tips,  depots,  allotments,  Council  housing 
estates,  sewage  works,  received  regular  and  systematic  attention. 
Any  infestations  at  private  dwelling  houses  and  business  premises 
were  promptly  dealt  with,  and  charges  for  the  treatments  were 
recovered  from  the  person  concerned,  by  the  Rodent  Operative, 
who  undertakes  such  work  in  his  own  time. 

Rodent  destruction  is  of  such  importance  to  the  community 
as  a whole,  that  it  should  rank  with  the  other  “free”  services  such 
as  Public  Cleansing,  Sewage  Disposal,  etc.,  provided  and  maintained 
by  a Local  Authority  out  of  the  rate  fund. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  this  would  lead  to  more  frequent 
reporting  to  the  Health  Department,  of  the  presence  of  rats  or 
mice  at  any  particular  property,  and  this  in  itself  would  increase 
the  efficiency  of  the  service  provided — and  the  “ownership”  of 
the  rodents  would  no  longer  be  foisted  on  to  the  “man  next  door,” 
as  is  so  often  the  case  ! 

Once  again  your  Rodent  Operative  has  done  excellent  work, 
his  fifty  or  so  years  of  practical  experience,  coupled  with  modern 
scientific  methods  have  proved  of  immeasurable  value  in  keeping 
the  rodent  population  of  the  district  at  a minimum. 


RATS  DESTROYED  AT  COUNCIL  DEPOTS, 
TIPS,  HOUSING  ESTATES  AND 

WORKS, 

LAND. 

Rats 

Destroyed 

SEWERS, 

Mice 

Destroyed 

Allotments  ... 

41 

— 

Brook  Courses 

1 1 

— 

Cemeteries  ... 

2 

— 

Council  Housing  Estates  and  Other  Buildings  and  Land  51 

— 

Depots  (Salvage) 

— 

21 

Depots  (Works) 

15 

— 

Refuse  Tips  ... 

24 

— 

Sewage  Outfalls 

43 

— 

Sewers  (Estimated  Kill) 

346 

— 

Total 

533 

21 

RATS  DESTROYED 
PRIVATE 

AT  BUSINESS  PREMISES  AND 
DWELLING-HOUSES. 

Rats  Mice 

Destroyed  Destroyed 

Business  Premises  

71 

29 

Dwelling-houses  

45 

105 

1 

SUMMARY. 


Rats 

Mice 

Destroyed 

Destroyed 

Council  Sewers 

346 

— 

Council  Properties  and  Land 

187 

21 

Business  and  other  Private  Property 

176 

30 

709 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Set  out  hereunder  is  a list  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods  inspected 
during  the  year  and  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption: — 
114  Tins  Milk. 


2,869 

99 

Fish  and  Fish  Paste. 

3 

99 

Bacon. 

58 

99 

Luncheon  Meat. 

2 

99 

Potted  Meat. 

8 

99 

Stewed  Steak. 

13 

99 

Sausage  and  Sausage  Meat. 

9 

99 

Meat  and  Vegetables. 

36 

99 

Soup. 

269 

99 

Tomatoes  and  Tomato  Juice. 

37 

99 

Beans. 

80 

99 

Peas. 

16 

99 

Potatoes. 

78 

99 

Other  Vegetables. 

17 

99 

Jam. 

1 1 

99 

Marmalade. 

83 

99 

Fruit  and  Fruit  Juices. 

Pickles 

139  Jars. 

Boiled  Sweets 

20  Bottles. 

Gravy  Powder 

...  432  Packets. 

Egg  Powder 

1 Packet. 

Fish 

...  396  lbs. 

Bacon 

...  27  „ 

Cheese 

...  57  „ 

Butter 

3±  „ 

Biscuits 

8 „ 

Cake 

...  351  „ 

Cereals 

...  1211  ,, 

Dried  Fruit 

...  42  „ 

Potatoes  ... 

...  864  „ 

Tomatoes  ... 

...  M „ 

Sugar 

...  141  „ 
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Plums 

Pork 

English  Beef 
Rabbits 


20  lbs. 
46  „ 
151  „ 


During  the  year  262  self-suppliers  pigs  were  slaughtered,  and 
every  endeavour  was  made  to  inspect  as  many  carcases  as  possible. 

The  practice  of  keeping  pigs  is  steadily  increasing  throughout 
the  district,  and  the  exercise  of  adequate  control  over  the  keeping 
of  such  animals  presents  a difficult  problem  in  the  light  of  existing 
legislation.  It  is  true  that  any  means  whereby  the  nation’s  food 
supply  may  be  augmented  should  be  encouraged,  but  we  must  not 
overlook  the  necessities  of  environmental  hygiene. 

The  handling  and  transport  of  meat  received  much  attention 
during  the  year  and  representations  were  made  to  the  Deputy 
Area  Meat  and  Livestock  Officer,  Birmingham,  as  a result  of  one 
local  butcher  having  received  a hind  quarter  of  beef  (wrapped  in 
hessian  ! ! !),  which  had  been  extensively  contaminated  with  an 
unidentified  substance  not  unlike  saw-dust.  The  occasion  was  also 
taken  to  draw  the  Deputy  Area  Meat  and  Livestock  Officer’s 
attention  to  the  unsatisfactory  manner  in  which  offals  were 
transported.  The  containers  provided  for  this  purpose  were  of 
an  unsuitable  type  and  totally  inadequate  in  quantity. 

Some  local  butchers  in  commendable  endeavour  to  improve 
matters,  provided  their  own  containers  but  these  eventually 
“disappeared.” 

Subsequently,  however,  the  supply  of  metal  containers  for 
offals  greatly  improved. 

In  my  view  we  cannot  expect  any  major  change  in  the  type  of 
vehicles  now  used  for  meat  transportation — however  desirable 
such  changes  may  be.  Surely  therefore,  it  is  not  too  much  to  hope 
that  home-killed  carcases  will  be  covered  with  hessian  or  stockinette 
in  the  not  too  distant  future. 

In  considering  future  slaughterhouse  policy  we  may  well  look 
to  the  report  of  the  Lucas  Committee  as  being  some  indication 
perhaps  of  the  “shape  of  things  to  come.” 

It  is  therein  recommended  that  the  Livestock  Commission  as 
agent  for  the  Ministry  of  Food,  should  prepare  plans  for  the 
following: — 

(I)  “complete  reorganisation  of  the  existing  slaughtering 

arrangements,  directed  towards  the  establishment  of  a series 
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of  modern  factory  abattoirs  of  suitable  size  and  location  in 
which  the  functions  of  slaughtering  and  processing  have  been 
fully  integrated.  The  minimum  head  of  cattle  dealt  with  each 
week  would  be  approximately  3,000.  The  Commission 
might  itself  establish  some  factory  abattoirs  in  addition  to 
licensing  producers’  organisations,  municipalities,  consumers’ 
co-operative  societies,  and  private  enterprise  to  establish 
others. 

(2)  the  efficient  and  full  utilisation  of  all  slaughtering  by-products 
and  the  elimination  of  unnecessary  profit  margins  at  all  stages 
of  marketing  meat. 

(3)  the  establishment  of  reliable  quality  grades  for  home- 
produced  meat  backed  by  an  advertising  campaign  designed 
to  encourage  consumers  to  buy  home-produced  meat  on  the 
basis  of  the  established  grades. 

(4)  the  diversion  of  poor  quality  meat  to  manufacturing  so  that 
the  reputation  of  home-grown  fresh  meat  should  not  be 
injured  by  an  inferior  product. 

(5)  an  investigation  of  the  wholesale  meat  trade  and  consideration 
of  its  nationalisation. 

(6)  the  trial  of  new  methods  of  selling  meat,  such  as  the  sale  and 
delivery  of  prepacked  joints  direct  from  the  factory  abattoir 
to  the  retail  shops.” 

I feel  sure  in  my  own  mind  that  the  factory  abattoir  is  not  the 
answer  to  the  slaughtering  problem.  Rather  would  it  be  better  to 
have  a central  slaughter  house  provided  and  managed  by  the  Local 
Authority,  at  which  all  butchers  in  the  district  could  do  their 
own  killing,  could  take  a pride  in  their  workmanship  and  ensure 
that  their  apprentices  did  the  same. 


MILK. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  REGULATIONS, 

1936-1941. 

MILK  SAMPLES. — During  the  year  fifty-one  samples  of  milk 
were  obtained  and  sent  to  the  County  Laboratory  at  Derby  for 
examination. 

Summaries  of  the  Bacteriologists’  Reports  are  set  out  here- 
under:— 
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MILK  PRODUCED  WITHIN  THE  DISTRICT. 


Test 

No.  of 
Samples 
Satisfactory 

No.  of 
Samples 
Un- 
satisfactory 

Total 

Percentage 
of  Samples 
Un- 
satisfactory 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

15 

18 

33 

54.54 

Coliform  Test 

12 

6 

18 

33.33 

MILK  PRODUCED  OUTSIDE  THE 

DISTRICT. 

No.  of 

Percentage 

Test 

No.  of 

Samples 

of  Samples 

Samples 

Un- 

Total 

Un- 

Satisfactory 

satisfactory 

satisfactory 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

15 

1 

16 

6.25 

Coliform  Test 

1 

— 

1 

Nil. 

Phosphatase  Test  ... 

8 

— 

8 

Nil. 

Plate  Count 

1 

— 

1 

Nil. 

Number  of  wholesale  producers  of  milk  ...  ...  ...  20 

Number  of  retail  purveyors  of  milk  ...  24 

Number  of  retail  purveyors  residing  outside  the  District 

but  retailing  within ...  ...  II 

LICENCES  GRANTED. 

Supplementary  Licences  authorising  use  of  special  designation 

“Pasteurised”  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Supplementary  Licences  authorising  use  of  special  designation 

“Tuberculin  Tested” 3 

Dealer’s  Licences  authorising  use  of  special  designation 

“Tuberculin  Tested”...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Much  attention  was  devoted  to  the  sampling  of  milk  during 
the  year.  Whilst  the  percentage  of  unsatisfactory  samples  has 
shown  a decline,  when  compared  with  last  year’s  figures  for  the 
methylene  blue  test  as  applied  to  milk  produced  within  the  district, 
there  is  still  a real  need  for  a considerable  improvement  in  the 
hygienic  quality  of  the  milk. 

Producers  and  retailers  are  always  notified  of  the  results  of 
the  various  tests  and  where  necessary  “repeat”  samples  are  taken 
until  satisfactory  results  are  obtained. 
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The  practice  of  dumping  crates  of  full  milk  bottles  on  street 
pavements  and  by  the  roadside  is  most  objectionable.  By  this  means 
the  bottles  are  not  only  contaminated  with  dust  and  dirt  but  are 
readily  fouled  by  dogs. 

Much  attention  was  therefore  devoted  to  this  matter,  and  it 
was  found  necessary  to  make  strong  representations  to  a certain 
firm  of  milk  retailers,  who,  although  situated  outside  the  district, 
carried  on  a considerable  milk  distribution  business  in  this  area. 

Matters  were  eventually  rectified,  but  not  until  the  firm  in 
question  had  issued  the  warning  that  any  employee  found  resorting 
to  this  practice  would  be  dismissed. 

In  an  effort  to  encourage  the  sale  of  designated  milk  through- 
out the  Urban  District,  it  was  wisely  dediced  to  reduce  by  one  half 
the  various  fees  for  licences. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  public  are  becoming  increasingly 
aware  of  the  advantages  of  having  tuberculin  tested  milk,  and  the 
demand  by  far  exceeds  the  supply. 


COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. 

Of  the  total  number  of  thirty  registered  farms,  eight  are 
licensed  to  produce  accredited  milk,  and  two  are  licensed  for  the 
production  of  tuberculin  tested  milk. 

One  cowshed  and  dairy  were  brought  up  to  a satisfactory 
standard,  and  one  existing  outbuilding  converted  into  a dairy. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Mr.  R.  S.  Sutton,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  the  County  Analyst, 
has  kindly  supplied  particulars  of  samples  taken  in  this  district  on 
behalf  of  the  County  Council  as  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority. 

Ninety-four  samples  were  taken  under  the  above  Act  in  the 
area  of  the  Heanor  Urban  District  Council  during  the  year  1948, 
forty-five  of  these  being  Milks. 

Five  samples  of  Milk  were  deficient  in  fat  and  the  vendors 
were  cautioned. 

Three  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  classed  as  deficient  in  fat. 
In  the  absence  of  any  standard  for  Ice  Cream  no  proceedings  were 
taken.  Representations  were  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  on  the 
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need  for  a standard  and  the  analytical  figures  on  these  three 
samples  were  included,  along  with  many  others,  in  a comprehensive 
report  to  the  Ministry. 

The  remaining  samples  were  all  classed  as  satisfactory. 

ICE  CREAM. 

ICE  CREAM  SAMPLES.— -During  the  year  twenty-one  samples 
of  Ice  Cream  were  obtained  and  sent  to  the  County  Laboratory 
at  Derby  for  examination. 

A summary  of  the  Bacteriologist’s  Reports  is  set  out  here- 
under:— 


Where  Manufactured. 

Classification : 
Provisional  Grade 
12  3 4 

Total 

Within  the  district 

3 

1 

4 2 

10 

Outside  the  district 

2 

2 

3 4 

II 

Totals 

5 

3 

7 6 

21 

There  is  as  yet,  no  reliable  test  for  assessing  the  bacteriological 
quality  of  ice-cream,  though  much  has  been  said  and  written  about 
the  relative  merits  or  otherwise  of  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

This  test  has  the  advantage  of  cheapness  and  simplicity  and  it 
is  suggested  that  in  formulating  an  opinion  as  to  the  hygienic  quality 
of  ice  cream,  reliance  should  not  be  placed  on  the  results  obtained 
from  any  one  given  sample,  but  rather  on  results  obtained  over  a 
period  of  say  six  months  or  more. 

In  this  respect  a report  of  a sub-committee  of  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  suggests  that  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  practice 
in  regard  to  water  samples  might  well  be  followed  : — namely, 
throughout  a given  period  50  per  cent  of  samples  in  Grade  I,  80 
per  cent  in  Grades  I and  2,  not  more  than  20  per  cent  in  Grade  3 
and  none  in  Grade  4. 

All  ice  cream  manufacturers  and  retailers  from  whom  samples 
have  been  obtained,  are  sent  a copy  of  the  Bacteriologist’s  Report 
and  it  is  indeed  gratifying  to  note  how  eagerly  these  results  are 
awaited.  This  to  my  mind  is  of  special  significance  because  it  tis 
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indicative  of  the  relationship  between  the  Trade  and  the  Sanitary 
Inspector — he  is  the  helper  and  adviser  rather  than  the  “Sanitary 
Policeman.” 

For  after  all  their  ideals  are  the  same — to  give  to  the  public  a 
commodity  which  is  nutritional  and  of  high  hygenic  quality. 

There  is  a tendency  to  overlook  the  fact  that  ice  cream  servers 
can  become  a potential  factor  in  contaminating  ice  cream.  I have 
actually  found  them  being  kept  in  lukewarm  water  during  the 
intervals  between  serving  customers — thus  providing  bacteria  with 
a most  suitable  media  for  their  propagation. 

Greater  use  should  therefore  be  made  of  appropriate  deter- 
gents added  to  the  water  in  which  the  servers  are  kept,  but  it 
should  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  even  then  this  does  not  afford  a 
carte  blanche  for  the  same  water  to  be  used  all  day. . 

Three  new  ice  cream  manufacturing  premises  were  erected 
and  completed  during  the  year;  three  cubicles  were  constructed 
in  mixed  business  shops. 

BAKEHOUSES,  FRIED  FISH  SHOPS  AND  OTHER 
FOOD  PREPARING  PREMISES. 

Periodical  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  during  the  year 
and  any  contraventions  remedied  by  informal  action. 

Whilst  the  proper  construction  and  layout  of  food  preparing 
premises  plays  an  important  part  in  clean  food  production,  the 
vital  link  in  the  scheme  of  things  is,  without  doubt,  the  employee. 

Unless  the  latter  fully  appreciate  the  need  for  strict  personal 
hygiene  the  many  advantages  gained  by  having  up-to-date  premises 
and  apparatus  is  completely  negatived. 

There  is  no  doubt  a need  for  the  education  of  the  food  handler 
in  the  elementary  principles  of  hygiene.  But  it  is  not  sufficient  to 
say  “Do  this — do  that”  and  draw  attention  to  the  notice  “Now 
wash  your  hands,”  which  is  affixed  behind  the  lavatory  door. 

Rather  should  it  be  carefully  explained  WHY  such  precautions 
are  necessary.  In  so  doing  the  employee  is  made  to  realise  what  a 
great  contribution  he  or  she  can  make  towards  maintaining  the 
Nation’s  health. 
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I feel  sure  greater  use  could  be  made  of  approved  detergents 
when  washing  utensils,  crockery,  etc.,  and  in  this  respect  the 
proper  cleansing  of  beer  glasses  and  mugs  should  not  be  overlooked. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  three  Offensive  Trade  establishments  in  the  district 
— two  Marine  Dealers  and  one  Tripe  Boiler.  The  premises  were 
reasonably  maintained  during  the  year. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

Good  use  of  the  Empire  Marketing  Boards  was  made  through- 
out the  year  for  the  display  of  suitable  posters  obtained  from  the 
Central  Council  for  Health  Education. 

SHOPS  ACTS. 

These  duties  are  performed  by  Mr.  C.  G.  Bassford. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  premises  and 
businesses  which  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Shops  Acts 
and  the  Young  Persons  Employment  Act: — 

Retail  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  357 

Street  Traders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Wholesale  and  Warehouses  ...  ...  4 

Canteens ...  ...  8 

Premises  and  Businesses  where  Young  Persons  are  employed 

(not  under  the  Factory  Act  or  the  Shops  Acts) 5 

401 

Of  the  357  Retail  Shops,  156  employ  assistants. 

141  evenings,  and  twenty-two  Sundays  during  the  year,  were 
devoted  by  your  Shops  Inspector  to  carrying  out  his  duties. 

481  visits  were  made  during  the  year;  three  official  warnings 
were  given  for  offences  relating  to  the  hours  of  closing;  fifty-four 
notices  were  served  and  forty-eight  notices  were  abated,  chiefly 
for  omitting  to  display  the  necessary  forms  required  by  the  various 
Acts. 

In  one  instance,  improvements  were  made  in  the  facilities  for 
the  taking  of  meals. 
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In  conclusion  may  I express  my  thanks  and  gratitude  to  the 
Council  and  the  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and  interest 
during  my  first  year  of  office;  also  to  Dr,  Turton,  Medical  of  Officer 
Health  for  his  advice  and  assistance  so  readily  given  at  all  times; 
to  the  Clerk  and  my  colleagues  for  their  co-operation  and  help; 
to  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department,  the  Foreman  and  Employees 
of  the  Cleansing  Service  for  a really  hard  year’s  work  so  ably  carried 
out. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  W.  JEFFORD, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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